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campaign" will include 
multiple events in June.

can change us in profound 
ways, from the author of 
10 novels including Object 
Lessons.

this 
is fine

One to 
Watch

the end, or a new begin­
ning? BookScan *

One to 
Watch

Santa Montefiore 
Shadows in the Moonlight 
Orion, 20 th, £20, hb, 
9781398720008 
The "mega-brand” joins 
Orion in a four-book deal 
with this sensational 
new series following 
“beguiling" protagonist 
Pixie Tate, who is called 
to the Cornish coast to 
unravel the mysterious 
disappearance of a child 
over a century earlier. 
Expect a fresh look and a 
"far-reaching” campaign. 
BookScan **

Beth Morrey
Lucky Day
HarperFiction, 20th, £16.99, 
hb, 9780008SS5269
The “uplifting” second 
novel from the author of 
Saving Missy is a “midlife 
woman's 'Ferris Bueller's 
Day Off”, about what 
happens when you stop

CLEO WATSON

Cleavage
WM

Cleo Watson 
Cleavage
Corsair, 6th, £20, hb, 
9781472157300 
The sequel to media­
catnip Whips, the 
Westminster bonkbuster 
penned by Boris Johnson's 
co-deputy chief of staff, 
finds the scandal-beset 
Tories hiring a maverick 
strategist, while Labour 
ramps up their offensive. I 
imagine this one's keeping 
Hachette’s legal team 
busy. BookScan *

Aliya Ali-Afzal
The Big Day
Aria, 6th, £9.99, pbo,
9781800245730
A British-Asian mother 
and daughter clash over

Virginie Grimaldi 
Hildegarde Serie (trans) 
A Good Life
Europa Editions, 13th, £9.99, 
pbo, 9781787705098 
This French bestseller for 
Marian Keyes fans tells 
the story of two estranged 
sisters who reconnect in 
the Basque Country when 
their grandmother dies. 
Grimaldi’s novels have 
been translated into over 
20 languages.

James Holland 
Alvesdon
Bantam, 13th, £16.99, 
hb. 9781787636705 
The Second World 
War historian and 
co-founder of the Chalke 
History Festival weaves 
a drama charting the 
fortunes of a Wiltshire 
family from the brink 
of the Second World 
War through to the Battle 
of Britain. BookScan 
****

P J Ellis
We Could Be Heroes 
HarperNorth, 6th, £16.99, 
hb, 9780008539283 
This queer rom-com 
interweaves a contem­
porary romance between 
a Hollywood film star 
and a British bookseller 
with a 1948 marriage of 
concealment between a 
comic-book writer and an 
illustrator. A celebration of 
Pride from the author of 
Love & Other Scams, says 
HarperNorth.
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Iqbal Hussain 
Northern Boy 
Unbound, 13th, £9.99, 
pbo, 9781800183148 
"Billy Elliot” meets 
“Bend It Like Beckham” in 
this queer coming- 
of-age story of Bollywood 
ambition set in Blackburn. 
Twenty years later, 
the protagonist has 
made it in musical 
theatre, but can he 
show his Pakistani 
family back in Blackburn 
his true self?
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Alexandra Wilson
The Witness
Sphere, 20th, £16.99, hb, 9780751583403

The first in a “groundbreaking" new series, this legal 
thriller from a prominent young mixed-race barris­

ter explores how we judge guilt through 
the story of a young Black man accused 
of murder and the up-and-coming 

barrister fighting his corner. This is one for fans of
Sarah Vaughan's Anatomy of a Scandal and Harriet 
Tyce's Blood Orange, says Sphere. Wilson is also 
the author of the non-fiction book In Black and 
White and has a strong social media following as 
@>EssexBarrister.

Anna Quindlen 
After Annie
Scribner, 20th, £14.99, 
hb, 9781398525184 
A mother dies suddenly, 
leaving her young family 
adrift, in this “beautiful” 
novel about how adversity :

Nicola Yoon 
One of Our Kind
Trapeze, 13th, £20, hb, 9781398715394

In the "conversation-starting" adult debut from the 
author of YA hits including The Sun Is Also a Star

and Everything, Everything, a couple 
expecting their second child move to a 
California town where they hope their 

family can thrive in a majority-Black environment.
King settles in immediately, but Jasmyn struggles to 
find her place, then discovers a terrible secret that 
turns her frustration to dread. Packed with insight­
ful social commentary, this novel explores what 
happens when true liberation comes at a shocking 
price, says Trapeze. For fans of The Other Black 
Girl and the film "Get Out".

Anna Quindlen
After Annie 

Lauren Farnsworth 
The Lonely Hearts’ 
Quiz League
Headline Review, 20th, 
£9.99, pbo, 9781035409174

Five strangers in 
R’liXil South London 
find a new family when 
they respond to an ad for 
a pub quiz team, in this 
debut for readers of Beth 
O'Leary. The author works 
in publishing.

i Zahra Barri
: Daughters of the Nile
: Unbound, 13th, £9.99, 
i pbo. 9781800183124
i MH Set between Paris 
i LSSU in 1940, Cairo in 
i 1944 and Bristol in 2011, 
i this multi-generational 
; debut following the lives of 
; three female relatives 

explores queerness, 
revolution and Islamic 
sisterhood. Barri is an Irish- 
Egyptian writer and 
comedian.

Emma Steele
The Echoes of Us
Mountain Leopard Press, 6th, 
£16.99, hb, 9781802795332 
mh In this high- 
nfliwl concept 
romance, Robbie and 
Jenn have reconciled 
after eight months apart. 
But as a truck hurtles 
towards them, Robbie is

Lauren Mechling 
and Rachel Dodes 
The Memo
Renegade Books, 20th, £22, 
hb, 9780349703824 
mh Co-written 
ttfWJa by tWo veteran 
journalists, this high- 
concept feminist novel 
imagines a world where 
women are given secret 
memos: blueprints for 
success to help them live 
their best lives. Hilarious 
and relatable, says 
Renegade.

Ada Barume
Love Overboard
Avon, 20 th, £8.99, pbo, 
9780008686307
HMM A feisty chef and 

a straight-laced 
captain are thrown 
together on a yacht in this 
enemies-to-lovers 
romance for fans of the 
reality show “Below

i Deck”.

Isabelle Broom
: The Orange House
: Hodder Paperbacks, 2 Oth,
1 £8.99, pbo, 9781399721127
: In the new family drama
: from the author of The
: Beach Holiday, a couple
: on the brink of divorce
: returns to the Majorcan
: house where they met
; 20 years earlier, but
i will this final summer be 

: Phillipa Ashley
; Second Chance Summer
: Penguin, 6th, £8.99, pbo, 
i 9781804945520
: A workaholic clashes
■ with a hunky retreat
: leader on the Scilly
: Isles, in the latest
i escapist romance from
i the author of the Cornish 
; Cafe series. BookScani ****

saying yes and start living i plans for the daughter’s 
i wedding, in the "funny, 
i heartwarming" second 

novel from the author 
of Would I Lie to You?. 
BookScan **

; thrown back into
: Jenn's past. Can he right 
; historic wrongs and 
; change their present to 
: save their future? A 
: superlead for Welbeck, 
i this will have a "huge" 
: campaign.

: Poorna Bell
: This Is Fine
: Century, 13th, £16.99,
: hb,9781529901214
: One messy family is
■ about to spend the
: summer starting over, in
: the “insightful, funny and
i moving” second novel
i from the author of In Case 
; of Emergency.
: BookScan*
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i Eve Ainsworth
: Somebody I Used to Love
: Canelo Romance, 27th, 
i £8.99, pbo, 9781804367742 
: In this second-chance 
: romance from the 
i author of Duckling, a 
i man loses three years 
i of memory in a car acci- 
i dent and discovers 
i his childhood sweetheart 
; has a new life and 
: boyfriend.

the 
memo 
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Graphic novels

This preview highlights titles 
to be published in June

Rose, about a betrayed 
woman's year of travel, 
art and Parisian passion.

California to pick up the 
new baby they are due 
to have together via

A malfunctioning servant 
murders his owner, then 
joins a wider world of 
fugitive robots struggling 
to find a purpose, in 
this imagining of a future 
society where robots 
thrive despite humanity's 
efforts to oppress them.

Horror & ghost 
stories

Leesa Cross-Smith 
This Close to Okay 
Trapeze, 13th, £9.99, 
pbo, 9781398718630
In this upmarket romance, 
longlisted for the Mark 
Twain American Voice 
in Literature Award and 
the Goodreads Choice 
Awards, a therapist stops 
a man jumping off a 
bridge and begins a short, 
intense relationship with 
him. On the same day, 
Trapeze is also publishing 
Cross-Smith’s Half-Blown

Jeevani Charika
The Winner Bakes it All
HQ Digital. 6th, £9.99, 
pbo, 9780008605863 
Two baking rivals must 
collaborate to pull off the 
catering for a celebrity 
wedding in this carbs- 
versus-keto, opposites- 
attract romance from the 
author of Playing for Love.

Lorraine Brown 
Couples Retreat
Orion, 20th, £9.99, pbo, 
9781398711112
Two co-authors reunite on 
the Cote D'Azur to reignite 
their failing writing 
careers but are astonished 
to find themselves on a 
couple’s retreat.

Hannah Bonam-Young 
Out on a Limb
Bedford Square Publish­
ers, 6th, £9.99, pbo, 
9781835010976 
In the third book from 
the author of Next of Kin, 
two people with a visible 
disability have an elec­
trifying connection at a 
Halloween party. They opt 
to remain friends, but the 
chemistry between them 
is hard to ignore.

Sidney Karger
The Bump
HarperFiction, 6th, £8.99, 
pbo, 9780008588755

All Hazelwood 
Not in Love
Sphere, 11th, £9.99, pbo, 
9781408728901 
The new STEMinist 
romance from the neuro­
science-prof author of The 
Love Hypothesis features 
a no-strings secret affair 
between a biotech engi­
neer and the offensively 
attractive frontman 
of a hostile takeover 
threatening her startup.
BookScan ****

Elie Nash 
Deliver Me
Verve Books, 27th, £9.99, 
pbo, 9780857308610 
Verve’s lead summer 
novel is an "unsettling" 
story of motherhood, 
manipulation and murder, 
inspired by a real 
crime and the author's 
experience of pregnancy 
and motherhood in the 
conservative American 
South.

Leslye Penelope 
Daughter of the 
Merciful Deep
Orbit, Sth, £9.99, pbo, 
9780356518114 
A woman journeys into 
a submerged world of 
gods and myth to save 
her home in this historical 
fantasy that shines a 
light on the drowned 
Black towns of the 
American South, from the 
author of The Monsters 
I'Ve Defy.

Hannah Bonam-Young

1
Kirsty Greenwood 
The Love of My Afterlife 
Penguin, 20th, £8.99, 
pbo, 9781804949115
One of Century’s key focus 
titles of 2024, this high- 
concept fantasy rom-com 
was won in an eight-way 
auction in the UK, went 
for seven figures in the 
US, and has been sold 
in 12 further territories. 
It follows a woman who 
arrives in the afterlife, 
meets her soulmate and 
is given 10 days to return 
to her previous life and 
find him. Greenwood is the 
author of four previous 
books, including He Will 
Be Mine.
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i Poppy Kuroki
i Gate to Kagoshima

; from untested academy
i swordswoman to bloodied
; veteran knight.

: more, in this sci-fi debut
: with a queer-platonic 

romance and a found 
family of loveable misfits.

; a merry band of misfits 
combines science fantasy ; tries to get away with

; treason on the high seas.

: Premee Mohamed
i We Speak Through
■ the Mountain
’ ECW PRESS, 27th, £14.99, 

pbo, 9781770417335 
The post-apocalyptic 
follow-up to the novella 
The Annual Migration of 
Clouds is set in a dome 
community that’s hoard-

; ing resources from the rest 
; of the world, which has 
; been ravaged by climate 
: crisis.

In this action-packed 
adventure, the first in 
a new timeslip series, a 
Scottish student escapes

; to Japan and finds old 
ghosts and new loves 
when a typhoon sends her 
time-travelling to the last 
days of the Samurai.
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: Magpie Books, 6th, £16.99, 
i hb, 9780861547616

: Alexandra Rowland
■ Running Close
■ to the Wind
i Tor, 13th, £20, hb,
i 9781529099706
; In this queer pirate fantasy
i adventure from the author

Maisey Yates
Other People’s Weddings :
Headline Eternal, 
13 th, £10.99, pbo, 
9781035413768
A wedding cake designer 

: and photographer are
flung together on their

Mollie Ray 
Giant
Faber & Faber, 6th, £18.99, 
hb, 9780571374199 
pOTsm A child wakes to 
ISeLUa find thdt he has 
grown to the size of a 
giant in this “wordless 
wonder” of a book follow­
ing the experience of a 
family living with cancer. 
“A moving and tender 
debut from an emerging 
talent”, says Faber.

Jane Flett 
Freakslaw
Doubleday, 20th, £16.99, 
hb, 9780857529541 
■In this queer
I ■K4L-k! literary debut, a 
repressed Scottish town is 
disrupted by a travelling 
funfair populated by devi­
ant queers, a contortionist 
witch and other architects 
of mayhem.

; Adrian Tchaikovsky
i Service Model
: Tor, 6th, £22, hb,
i 9781035045662

i Jules Arbeaux
Lord of the Empty Isles
Hodderscape, 6 th, £20, 
hb, 9781399724975

I MM>. When a curse
; Mii'j.lfl backfires, a
; grieving young man must
; work with the outlaw who
i killed his brother to save
i his own life and thousands
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: Riss M Neilson
i A Love Like the Sun
• Orion, 11th, £9.99, pbo,
i 9781398721654
; In the adult debut from a 
i YA author, an influencer 
: offers to help a childhood 
i friend’s failing business 

by faking a relationship.
: But as summer passes,
: it becomes impossible 
i to keep pretending they 
: could ever be just friends.

KIRSTY 
GREENWOOD

i Manda Scott
: Any Human Power
: September Publishing, 6th, 
i £18.99, hb, 9781914613562 
: The new novel from the
• author of the Boudica

and Rome series, and the 
standalone A Treachery of

. Spies, is a "visionary and 
i timely” tale of a family 
; at the centre of a global 
i uprising, for readers of 
i Ursula le Guin and Naomi
: Aiderman. BookScan **

Tasha Ghouri and 
Lizzie Huxley-Jones 
Hits Different
Hot Key Books, 6th, £8.99, 
pbo, 9781471415098 
The "Love Island" star 
and disability campaigner • surrogacy. 
Tasha Ghouri has 
co-authored a summer 
romance with the author 
of Make You Mine This 
Christmas. Bursting 
with positive disability 
representation, it has an 
empowering message of 
self-love, says Hot Key.

: Christopher Buehlman
; The Daughters’War
: Gollancz, 27th, £22, hb,
i 9781399608732
i Filled with battles, 

monsters and magic, the 
standalone prequel to The 
Blacktongue Thief follows 
young warrior Galva dom 
Braga on her journey

JEEVANI CHARIKA

Emily Hamilton 
The Stars Too Fondly
Gollancz, 11th, £20, hb, 
9781399613767

: When some post-
: grad students
: accidentally launch a 
i decommissioned rocket,
: they must rely on each
■ other, and their stolen

- thelove

; spaceship’s mysterious Al, i of A Taste of Gold and Iron, 
; to get home. Hamilton

i best friends’ long-haul ;
i wedding trip to New ;
; Zealand, in this enemies- I 
; to-lovers rom-com from 
: the author of over 100

; In the follow-up to Best 
; Men, from TV comedy 
; writer Sidney Karger, a 
; New York gay couple 
; aren't getting on, so 
: decide to take a make- 
i or-break road trip to

Mia Page 
Bookishly Ever After
Avon, 6th, £8.99, pbo, 
9780008587345

i UM! Bookshop owner 
: LSjBM Lexi Austen turns 
; to the classic novels on 
i her shelves for inspiration 
i on how to find her perfect 
i man in this enemies-to- 
: lovers rom-com set in 
; Washington DC, where the 
: author worked as a 

bookseller.

Sophie Kim
The God and the Gumiho
Hodderscape, 4th £20, 
hb, 9781399716956

i In this "delightful" Korean
■ contemporary fantasy : 
; from the author of the
i YA Talons Series, a fallen
; trickster god must pair up 

with a shapeshifting fox 
to track down a demon of 
darkness.

Laura Wood
Under Your Spell
Simon & Schuster Adult 
Fiction, 20th, £8.99, pbo, 
9781398529762

: The adult debut from a
: children’s and YA author
I sees a young woman 
: in crisis landed with an 
: unwelcome new job— 
• spending six weeks alone 
i with a gorgeous, off-limits 

rock star. BookScan **
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LORRAINE BROWN

; and sapphic romance in
; this near-future
: adventure.

: Rosalie M Lin
i Daughter of Calamity
: Tor, 18th, £18.99, hb,
i 9781035011261
: rjwaw In this glamorous 
: liSsEJl fantasy reimag- 
: ining of 1930s Shanghai, a 
; cabaret dancer runs
• errands for the city's most 
; powerful gang. But when 
i fellow dancers are 

attacked, she is plunged 
into a world of silver- 
limbed gangs and venge­
ful gods.

SIDNEY KARGER
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